
 

 

 

1. The sponsoring representative’s first name: 

Reggie 

 

2. The sponsoring representative’s last name: 

Miller 

 

3. The cosponsoring representatives’ names. All cosponsors must be listed. If none, please 

type ‘n/a.’ A signed letter from the sponsor approving the co-sponsorship and a signed 

letter from the member wishing to co-sponsor are required. Attach letters at question #9 

below. 

n/a 

 

4. Name of the entity that the spending item is intended for: 

City of Romulus 

 

5. Physical address of the entity that the spending item is intended for: 

11111 Wayne Rd, Romulus, MI 48174 

 

6. If there is not a specific recipient, the intended location of the project or activity: 

n/a 

 

7. Name of the representative and the district number where the legislatively directed 

spending item is located: 

Rep. Reggie Miller, MI-HD-31 

 

8. Purpose of the legislatively directed spending item. Please include how it provides a 

public benefit and why it is an appropriate use of taxpayer funding. Please also 

demonstrate that the item does not violate Article IV, S 30 of the Michigan Constitution. 

The City of Romulus is requesting $1,000,000 to replace their front-line pumper Fire 

Engine that is aging out. This appropriation would allow the purchase of a state-of-the-art 

fire truck that will directly enhance emergency response, improve community safety, and 

help the City of Romulus achieve a more favorable insurance rating for residents and 

businesses 

 

9. Attach documents here if needed: 

 

Appropriations Requests for Legislatively 
Directed Spending Items 



Attachments added to the end of this file. 

 

10. The amount of state funding requested for the legislatively directed spending item. 

1000000 

 

11. Has the legislatively directed spending item previously received any of the following types 

of funding? Check all that apply. 

["None"] 

  

12. Please select one of the following groups that describes the entity requesting the 

legislatively directed spending item: 

Local unit government 

 

13. For a non-profit organization, has the organization been operating within Michigan for the 

preceding 36 months? 

Not applicable 

 

14. For a non-profit organization, has the entity had a physical office within Michigan for the 

preceding 12 months? 

Not applicable 

 

15. For a non-profit organization, does the organization have a board of directors? 

Not applicable 

 

16. For a non-profit organization, list all the active members on the organization’s board of 

directors and any other officers. If this question is not applicable, please type ‘n/a.’ 

n/a 

 

17. “I certify that neither the sponsoring representative nor the sponsoring representative's 

staff or immediate family has a direct or indirect pecuniary interest in the legislatively 

directed spending item.” 

Yes, this is correct 

 

18. Anticipated start and end dates for the legislatively directed spending item: 

Available for Purchase Fall 2025 

 

19. “I hereby certify that all information provided in this request is true and accurate.” 

Yes 
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The Honorable Reggie Miller 
State Representative, District #31 
Lansing, MI  

 

March 7, 2025 

 

Dear Representative Miller: 

I am writing on behalf of the Romulus Fire Department to respectfully request your support and consideration for 
critical budget assistance to acquire a new fire truck. The City of Romulus has made a strong commitment to 
providing the highest level of public safety services, yet our growing operational demands and aging apparatus 
fleet underscore the urgent need for modern equipment. An investment of approximately $1 million will allow 
the purchase of a state-of-the-art fire truck that will directly enhance emergency response, improve community 
safety, and help us achieve a more favorable insurance rating for residents and businesses. 

 

Background and Justification 

1. Rising Call Volume 
Over the past decade, the Romulus Fire Department’s annual call volume has doubled—from 
approximately 2,500 calls to over 5,000. Overall, we continue to respond to a wide range of 
emergencies (structural and industrial fires, EMS, and specialized rescues) at a pace that strains our 
existing fleet and personnel. 

2. Geographic Challenges 
Romulus faces unique obstacles because of Detroit Metropolitan Airport—a nine-square-mile site 
located at the center of our jurisdiction. Our crews must often drive around the airport to reach 
emergencies in surrounding areas, which adds distance to each response. Additionally, the CSX (north-
south) and Norfolk Southern (east-west) railroad tracks bisect the City. Train crossings can remain 
blocked anywhere from 30 minutes to several hours, delaying vital emergency responses. Though we 
partner with neighboring departments and have lobbied for a grade separation at Pennsylvania Road, we 
need an immediate solution to ensure coverage. Our planned new fire station on the western side of 
these tracks—combined with a reliable, modern fire engine—will dramatically reduce response times. 
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3. Public Safety and ISO Rating 
With the opening of an additional station and the procurement of a new truck, Romulus could improve 
its ISO rating as low as 3, reflecting higher service levels and potentially lowering insurance premiums 
citywide. Reducing emergency response times and having adequate, up-to-date apparatus are important 
ISO considerations. By placing an engine on the far side of the tracks, we eliminate life-threatening 
delays and ensure robust coverage throughout Romulus, thereby strengthening our case for an improved 
classification. 

4. Community Benefits 
o Enhanced Safety: Faster, more reliable responses protect our residents, businesses, and critical 

infrastructure, including airport stand-by, fires and other emergencies. 
o Economic Impact: A lower ISO rating translates to potentially reduced insurance costs for 

homeowners and businesses, supporting local investment and growth. 
o Operational Efficiency: Modern apparatus reduces maintenance costs over time, allowing us to 

reallocate resources toward training, medical equipment, and community outreach. 

 

Request and Use of Funds 

We seek a $1 million allocation in the upcoming budget to purchase a new fire truck that meets current NFPA 
standards, fully equipped to serve the diverse needs of our city. Your endorsement and assistance in securing 
these funds will have a profound impact on our ability to safeguard the City of Romulus. Specifically, the 
funding will cover: 

• Chassis and Body Construction: A custom, heavy-duty design built to NFPA and industry 
specifications. 

• Pump, Water Tank, and Equipment: Adequate fire suppression capability, storage, and modern 
firefighting tools. 

• Advanced Safety Features: Rollover protection, electronic stability control, and occupant restraint 
systems, ensuring firefighters and public safety. 
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Conclusion 

The Romulus Fire Department’s commitment to operational excellence is unwavering, but we require updated 
apparatus to match the scale of our growing demands and unique geographic barriers. By investing in a new fire 
truck, we can reduce response times, uphold critical safety standards, and continue to protect our residents and 
businesses effectively. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. We value our partnership with the State of Michigan and look 
forward to working closely with your office on this essential funding initiative. If you have any questions or 
need further information, please do not hesitate to contact me at 734-955-4547. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kevin Krause 
Director of Community Safety and Development 
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March 11, 2025 

The Honorable Reggie Miller 
State Representative, District #31 
Lansing, MI 

RE: Letter of Support, City of Romulus Fire Department Fire Truck 

Dear Representative Miller, 

SEMCOG, the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments, is pleased to support the City of 
Romulus Fire Departments funding request of $1 million. This investment will enable the purchase 
of a state-of-the-art fire truck, enhancing emergency response capabilities, improving public safety, 
and helping to achieve a better ISO rating. The new truck will reduce response times, particularly 
across geographic challenges like railroad delays and the airport, ultimately benefiting both 
residents and businesses through improved safety and potential cost savings. 

Background and Justifications 

1. Rising Call Volume 

Over the past decade, the Romulus Fire Department’s annual call volume has doubled—

from approximately 2,500 calls to over 5,000. Overall, Romulus continues to respond to a 

wide range of emergencies (structural and industrial fires, EMS, and specialized rescues) 

at a pace that strains the existing fleet and personnel. 

2. Geographic Challenges  

Romulus faces unique obstacles because of Detroit Metropolitan Airport—a nine-square-

mile site located at the center of the jurisdiction. The crews must often drive around the 

airport to reach emergencies in surrounding areas, which adds distance to each response. 

Additionally, the CSX (north-south) and Norfolk Southern (east-west) railroad tracks bisect 

the City. Train crossings can remain blocked anywhere from 30 minutes to several hours, 

delaying vital emergency responses. Though we partner with neighboring departments and 

have lobbied for a grade separation at Pennsylvania Road, we need an immediate solution 

to ensure coverage. The planned new fire station on the western side of these tracks—

combined with a reliable, modern fire engine—will dramatically reduce response times. 

 

3. Public Safety and ISO Rating  

With the opening of an additional station and the procurement of a new truck, Romulus could 

improve its ISO rating as low as 3, reflecting higher service levels and potentially lowering 

insurance premiums citywide. Reducing emergency response times and having adequate, 

up-to-date apparatus are important ISO considerations. By placing an engine on the far side 

of the tracks, we eliminate life-threatening delays and ensure robust coverage throughout 

Romulus, thereby strengthening the case for an improved classification. 

  



 

 

4. Community Benefits 

• Enhanced Safety: Faster, more reliable responses protect the residents, businesses, 

and critical infrastructure, including airport stand-by, fires and other emergencies. 

• Economic Impact: A lower ISO rating translates to potentially reduced insurance 

costs for homeowners and businesses, supporting local investment and growth. 

• Operational Efficiency: Modern apparatus reduces maintenance costs over time, 

allowing the reallocation of resources toward training, medical equipment, and 

community outreach. 

Request and Use of Funds 

The funding will cover: 

• Chassis and Body Construction: A custom, heavy-duty design built to NFPA and 

industry specifications. 

• Pump, Water Tank, and Equipment: Adequate fire suppression capability, storage, 

and modern firefighting tools. 

• Advanced Safety Features: Rollover protection, electronic stability control, and 

occupant restraint systems, ensuring firefighters and public safety. 

The Romulus Fire Department’s commitment to operational excellence is unwavering, but requires 
an updated apparatus to match the scale of growing demands and unique geographic barriers. By 
investing in a new fire truck, Romulus can reduce response times, uphold critical safety standards, 
and continue to protect the residents and businesses effectively.  

As the region’s designated Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO), SEMCOG looks favorably 
on projects of this type. This project is consistent with the policies of SEMCOG’s long-range 
transportation plan, Vision 2050, as it will enhance a critical component of community safety. While 
this project cannot be added to the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) until a written notice 
of funding award has been received, SEMCOG is prepared to act quickly and include the project in 
the TIP as soon as funds are identified. 

SEMCOG strongly supports our local community leaders as they work to maintain and upgrade 
critical infrastructure and improve the quality of life for the residents of southeast Michigan, for 
which enhancing emergency response capabilities are a key criterion. 

Please contact me at 313-324-3350 or oleary@semcog.org if you have any questions or require 
additional information. 

Sincerely, 

 

Amy O’Leary 
Executive Director 
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